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A MEMO FROM THE CHAIR!
Dear Connemara Friends,

It is three months since we last met in Clifden.  Times flies and now we have to think about our next meeting in August – it is only 7 weeks away!  Our hard working secretary has already mailed the draft agenda to you all in April; revised version will undoubtedly follow soon!  Please, check it and advise her or me if there is anything else your society would like to add into the agenda. Anyway, as promised in the March meeting this August is not going to take all day – we won’t be sitting in doors more than a few hours. It is important that we come to the meeting prepared and homework done so that we do not waste valuable time.  If I remember right, prefix/suffix registration and usage as well as Vet. Certificate for colts to cover all ICCPS societies were those issues needing discussion this time.  Niamh promised to send us the CPBS rules for registration of prefix (and societies have to send a list of registered prefixes in their countries to Niamh) and hopefully we will also have a proposal for international standard veterinary inspections for colts.  I’m sure, and I hope we will get these documents well before the meeting so that the Societies can discuss these matters at home and we can make some decisions at the coming meeting. 
Have a look at the ICCPS website and recall the mission statement of the ICCPS.  Sue Lehman has done a great job compiling the DVSD promoting the Connemara pony.  Hopefully the DVD can be seen throughout the world in various equestrian events and shows proving not just the beauty but the versatility of the Connemara pony.

We also have to be grateful to John Tennant who accepted his new role as PR –coordinator as has promised to collect the information from Connemara pony successes and circulate this information throughout the world.  He has contacted International magazines and done a great deal to promote the breed for us.  He has approached us asking the relevant information from each Country.  If I understand it right, it has not been easy to get that information.  If we want to promote the breed – if we want this to be a success – then we must do our share and provide the requested information to John!  Nothing happens by itself, someone must make things happen.  Although we are all busy with our ponies and societies, families, jobs etc. maybe we still could spare an hour or two to the ICCPS matters!  Maybe our love to the Connemara Pony is good enough reason to do it, even if it sometimes might feel hard to find time.
This brings me to another important issue.  Communication.  In today’s world nothing is easier than to reply an e-mail.  Some of you might remember when I asked your help and support to the ICCPS at the March meeting. 

 It would help a lot if all the societies as well as the delegates would respond the mails and provide answers when need.  It doesn’t have to be a 5 page essay, often a few words would be enough. So, when you get ICCPS mail, please respond one ay or another!

A few days ago sad news from France.  Madame deSevin, the president of the French Connemara Pony Society, had passed away.  Until the last days she was interested in the Connemara Pony world and was planning a trip to Roundstone next September.  I would like to offer condolences on behalf of the ICCPS to her family and friends as well as to the French Connemara pony Society.

As I’m writing this, the summer here in Finland is at its best.  Everything is green and blooming and the sun is up over 19 hours per day – the nights are light and not much sleep is needed.  This beats the long dark winter nights 6-0!

I’m looking forward to meeting you all in Clifden.

Tuula Pyoria

Chair, ICCPS

Notes from the Societies!   

CANADA.   A team of Connemara ponies has competed in what is known as the “Battle of the breeds” at Spruce meadows masters Tournament in Canada. Events include Ridden, dressage, Jumping, trail riding, barrel racing and Harness classes etc. The Canadian team won the event in 2006.  In 2007 a change in rules forced a change in mounts and this was compounded by shocking weather throughout the tournament. Given the shocking conditions, the experience of the Canadian riders was able to land them a 4th Place.  I am advised that planning of strategies for 2008 will see a return to the winning list yet again.  Crowds of up to 50,000 spectators view this annual event.  Good publicity for the Connemara pony!
The Canadian Society is now well established and working strongly to consolidate its role as manager of the Connemara pony in Canada.  A logo has been designed, registration certificates drafted and in use and many members and supporters are offering ideas, suggestions and the like.  Strong interest will provide a uniquely strong Society.
I enjoy reading the Society newsletters, and continue to be surprised to see the Connemara pony galloping and being ridden in the Snow!!  The 2008 Canadian Journal again gave me a thrill to see this wonderful apparent enjoyment of the ponies in his snow!  The Finnish Journal is also another one to thrill those who love both ponies and now!  Not down here unfortunately.  The way the drought is going, the Australian Connemara pony is going to have to contend with huge areas of drought, dust and sparse feed unless there is a rapid and consistent 

change in weather pattern down South.
FINLAND.   Three new Stallions are available to Finnish breeders for 2008.  Two are Finnish bred.  ROCKFIELD WIZARD (Innellan kestrel – Rockfield Scarame) a 4 year old will go back for final Inspection in 2 years.  ETERNAL FLAKE (Symphatil Hazy becks – Apris Carolinina) a 5 year old will go back for Inspection again next year.   Eternal Flake grand sire is Frederiksminde Hazy Marvel and was bred far away North in Kolari in Lapland.

(I have just this evening finished reading a novel centred in the far North of Finland and Lapland is heavily noted as is Kolari!!!   I feel as though I almost have been there)
The third Stallion available in 2008 is 16 year old Ashfield Cathal Crobdhearg.  Bred by the late Jimmy Jones.   Crobdhearg is by Ormond Oliver and from the Carna Bobby mare Ashfield Lor Sparrow and is lease by our president Tuula!

BRITAIN.       The European eventing Pony team of five members that goes to Switzerland in July to compete will have three Connemara ponies as mounts.  Wow! That will show em!!  One is a part bred – Ice Cool Bailey – Gina Buck; the other two are Glenayre Bay Surf – Helen Dunning and Killacoron Blue – Erliza Stoddart.    Hope they bring home the bacon!!

Colt Inspections for 2008 were held at various centres around England.  26 Colts were inspected and 10 Colts passed the Society’s visual and veterinary inspections.  They have been entered in Class 1 of the Stud book.  To include the parentage of each Colt would be taking advantage of room so if you are interested contact the BCPS Secretary and seek the background parentage of the Colt you may be interested in.   Filly Inspections have also been held and re still in progress as this newsletter goes to press.  Results can also be obtained in the above manner.
The BCPS is running a judges day at Warwickshire Agricultural College on 18 October.  The day is specifically designed as a training day.  It is good to see that our Judges receive up to date information on classification and judging.  Through this medium the development and maintenance of our pony’s type, standard and development will be enhanced.
AUSTRALIA.  The CPBSA also ran an Inspection day in March.  This was held at the Charles Sturt University.  This was part of the weekend where in the memorandum of Understanding with the University and the CPBSA was finalised.  The Society has now arranges for a Stallion and three mares to move to CSU for this breeding season and additional members for the herd are in the process of moving or arrangements being made for leases etc.
The CPBSA is also sending four judges/classifiers to Clifden in August as the first move in ensuring standardisation of Inspection procedures and practices.  Two are young, enthusiastic and very astute owner/breeders. Two are experienced inspectors who are desirous of ensuring that their concepts are correct and in accord with the CPBS.  This work experience will benefit both the participants and the CPBSA together with future Classification and judging.
NEWS FROM OTHER SOURCES.

The June/July copy of the “Native Pony” an English publication has some most interesting articles and comments, whilst perhaps from other native breeds apply equally to the Connemara pony.
A “Fell” pony breeder, is discussing M&M judges (and not just these I may add) made this comment - “a big worry is that M&M judges seem to think that you need a different type of pony to do ridden classes….. they should be judged against the breed standard in what ever sphere they are competing”

Further in the article, in taking of “Type” he stated “it is impossible to replicate the environment that made these ponies what they are today, but all we can do is to run our ponies as near that is as ideal as possible”     Does this ruing a bell somewhere within our own Ponies and Type!!

On another page talking about the Exmoor pony  – M&M judges were not familiar with them, and one comment made was that the Exmoor was at the bottom of the line because “it didn’t move like a welsh” ????????        Enhances our need to ensure our judges have the right credentials!  A very special thanks to “Native pony” for their support to all the native Pony breeds both within and outside of the British isles.
The 2008 spring festival In England saw the Connemara pony winner of the Connemara//new Forest Novice Championship, and the overall workers champion was a Connemara pony.
And Finally – If you can get a copy of “Native Pony” June/July edition, turn to page 16 and read “Natives can do Dressage”  It is a delightful article and once again tells the story  -“anything you can do, I can do better -  well at least just as good”   The 16 year old Connemara mare – Corellian Asset ( Spinway Comet – Hungry Hall Beret) has progressed from unaffiliated dressage through to her current level of  “Advanced medium” Now that is an achievement.
  Asset’s owner/rider Samantha GEE tells the story of Asset’s training and need for a different approach to her training and how she be adopted normal training to meet the physical and mental attributes of this wonderful pony.  The usual Connemara nature was always there – WHY?  Ok if that is what you want, explain it and we will get on with it!   The old story – the Connemara will do and can do almost anything – but you must explain to them why!
Well that brings us to the end of what is really the first issue of the new publication to promote the connemara pony.  Thank you to those who have provided material.  It has been beaut to sit and read and transcribe to this publication.  As Tuula said in her  report to you, I can only continue to promote IF I have your support, your input with material, and really good stories on Performance – what ever the field – so that I can  get the National and International Equine magazines to print  the word on our Ponies.   YOU PROVIDE- I WILL PUSH – THE MAGAZINES WILL PUBLISH!
I DO MISS SEEING YOU ALL -  REGARDS TO EACH AND EVERY ONE !

J. tennant

“Down under”.  
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